60               JOURNEY   WITHOUT   END
the days of separation there was little difference between
the two, except that the R.H.A. was more mobile and used
thirteen-pounders against our eighteens. Their batteries
were given letters instead of numbers, and there did exist
some feeling of superiority among the men. Although we
had separate camps at Birsandra we used the same institute
and -canteens. The term c Rocket Troop' was actually
used on parade, and our ears were continually assailed by
such commands as ' Rocket Troop, 'shun ! " or c Rocket
Troop, right turn.'
We happened to be paid out on the day we arrived. It
was also quarter-day, and various small additional sums
were due, odd bonuses and the like. There was an officer
at a table with the pay-sergeant handing out little envelopes,
and the beer flowed rapidly at the canteen in the evening.
We were not going up to the ranges till Monday. Although
I disclaim Sergeant Rathbone's charge that I was a ' tea
and rock-cake soldier,' I was not, and never have been, a
heavy drinker, but in common with most others I found
my way to the canteen that evening.
" Here, you," said a big burly man. " Take a good look
at me."
" Well, what is there about you ? "
" Me ? I'm Gunner Mariot, the finest shot of the Rocket
Troop, and don't you forget it, young man."
On his breast were the South African war medals and the
D.C.M., and when he finished speaking he brushed up
against me so that his medals hit my nose. The inference
was obvious, and without any hesitation I hit him hard
right in his solar plexus. He went down arrd didn't come
up again for about ten minutes. In the meantime a good
deal happened. Rival factions Vfere let loose on each
other; old scores were paid off and pandemonium broke
out There were a good many black eyes, and only the
presence of a Lieutenant put a stop to what might have
developed into an ugly scene.
- On the Saturday morning both batteries were addressed
by our own Colonel. He referred to the rivalry existing
between us, but pointed out that any man was liable to be